Will of Richard Darnelly 1667
Words in italics are guesses.  Abbreviations have been expanded thus: p(res)ent
In the name of God Amen The

Thirtieth day of June Anno D(omi)ni 1667 And in the Nineteenthe yeare of

the reigne of ur Sovereigne Lord King Charles of England I Richard

Darnelly citizen and haberdasher of London being at p(res)ent weak in body

but of sound and perfect minde and Memory praised be God therefore

calling to minde the certainty of death and the uncertain houre thereof
And being desirious to settle and dispose of such temporall Substance
wherewith it hath pleased God in this world to make me Steward Doe make

publish and declare this my only and last Will and Testament in manner and

forme following this is to say First and principally above all other thinge I

commend my Soule into the hands of Almighty God my Creator assuredly
believing in and through the only Merrits Death and passion of my Saviour

and Redeemer Jesus Christ to have remission of all my Sinnes and to see the

Lord in the Kingdome of Heaven And my Body I remitt to the Earth to be

decently buried in Christian Buriall at the discretion of my Executor hereafter

named Willing and desireing that Doctor Horton Minister of Great St Hellens
in Bishopsgate Streete Mr John Spreston and Mr Richard Martin Minister

of Gods word doe attend and give at my ffunerall and come every one of them Ringe

given unto them of tenn shillings a piece valew And I likewise desire

that Rings of that vallew bee given to other of my special friends and the

rest to have Rings given short of seaven shillings a piece vallew And my

will is that the said Richard Martin doe preach my ffunerall sermon and I

give unto him Three pounds for his paines therein to be taken in the next place
I will and appoint that my Debts and ffuneralls being first paid and satisfied

All and singular of my Goods Leases Chattells and all other my personall Effects

What soever shalbe devided into three equall parts or shares according to the

Laudable Custome of the City of London the equall third parts therefof I give

and leave to my deare and loveing wife Sarah for and in full satisfaction of

her customary part of my personall estate to her belonging according to the said

customs The other third part thereof I give and leave unto my three children

Danyell Richard and Mary equally to be divided amongst them share and 

share alike to be paid unto them respectively according to the said custom

in such cases usuall the deceaseds part to goe and come unto the Survivor
or Survivors of them And the other third part thereof which by the said custom

is left at my owne disposal I give and dispose the same as followeth First I

give and bequeath unto my loveing Sister Elizabeth Davis wife of Edward

Davis the sume of Tenn pounds and I also give unto her ffive pounds for Mourning

Item I give and bequeath unto the said Edward Davis her husband Twenty 

shillings to buy him a Ring in remembrance of mee Item I give and bequeath unto

every one of my said Sisters owne children Twenty chillings a piece Item I

give and bequeath unto my loveing Brother Edward Darnelly citizen and

Apothecary of London ffive pounds And I likewise give unto my said Brother

Edward Darnelly five pounds for Mourning item I give and bequeath unto

every one of the children of my said Brother Edward Twenty shillings a piece

Item I give and bequeath unto my cosen James Wharton his Sonne in Lawe
Twenty shillings Item I give and bequeath unto my sonne in lawe Thomas 

Ferniss ffive pounds And I also give unto him the said Thomas Ferniss ffive pounds

for Mourning  Item I give and bequeath unto my Grandchild Thomas Ferniss
sonne of the said Thomas Ferniss ffive pounds for Mourneing Item I give and

bequeath unto my loveing friend Richard Carter of Cobham in Surey and to Mrs

Carter his wife Twenty shillings a piece Item I give and bequeath to the poore

of the Parish of Cobham  aforesaid Twenty shillings item I give and bequeath

to the poore of the Parish of Tottenham in the County of Midd(lesex) the like some of

Twenty shillings Item the rest and residue of my said owne third part and

the Remainder of my whole Estate my Debts and ffunerall being paid and

satisfied I give devise and bequeath unto my said loveing wife Sara and my

said two children Richard Darnelly and Mary Darnelly equally amongst them

share and share like To be paid unto them as aforesaid And as touching and

concerning All that Messuage or tenem(en)t with the orchard garden Lands and
Appurtenances thereunto belonging situate in Tottenham aforesaid in the County

of Midd(lesex) which I bought and purchased to mee and my heires of Mrs June Shambrook
and Samuell Shambrooke her sonne I give and devise and bequeath the said Messuage or

Tenement Orchard Garden Lands and other the appurtenance to the same belonging

unto my said wife Sarah for and during the terme of her naturall life And from and

immediately after her Decease I give Devise and bequeath the said Messuage or Tenem(en)t

and p(rem)isses unto my said sonne Richard Darnelly and to the heires of his body lawfully
to be begotten And for lack of such issue I give Devise and bequeath the said Messuage

or Tenement and p(re)misses unto my said daughter Mary Darnelly and to her issue

and assignes for ever charged inventtietisse and linked so and with the payment of 

the sume of ffifty pounds of lawful English money unto my Grandchild Thomas
Ferniss at his Age of one and Twenty years And I doe make constitute and
appoint my loveing Brother in Law John Nicholls (owne Brother of my said

wife) full and sole Executor of this my last Will and Testament desiring him to 

see the same performed with such Evidences of Law care and confidents as he would
others should doe for him in the like kind And I give unto him for his love and care
wisdom the sume of Tenn pounds And I also give unto him the summe of Tenn pounds

for Mourning And I name and entrust my loveing friends John Scott Soape Boyler
and Mr Reynold Merchant Overseers of this my last Will and Testament

And I give unto them my Overseers Twenty shillings a piece And my Will and

desire is that the said Mr Reynold may bee used and employed in the Recovery
and getting in my Profits and Estate hee being a fitt person for that purpose And

that hee may have and allowed in his care and paines therein Tenn pounds
a quarter for the tyme hee shalbe employed And lastly whereas I have

by my will given and left unto my two children Richard and Mary a larger

and greater portion of my Estate then I have given to my said sonne Danyell
I have thought it convenient to publish and declare my reasons thereof because

my said Sonne Danyell hath been and demeaned himself a very undutiful and Disobedient

Sonne unto mee and his Mother and doth still continue his exorbitant and bad
courses and wicked company and not only by himself but also hath drivene on

others to purloyne wast and carry away my goods money and estate to a very

great value with griefe of heart I speake it And I beseech the Lord to forgive
him and my heartie priere unto Almighty god is that hee would be pleased

to grant him his grace which is necessaried not only for his Reformation in this

world but for his Salvation in the world to come And I doe Revoake disanull
and make void all former Wills by mee at any time heretofore

made And doe make publish and declare this to bee myne onely last will and

testament In witness whereof I the said Richard Darnelly my hand to this 

my last Will and Testament put my hand and Seale Delivered and published

by the said Richard Darnelly for and as his last Will and Testament in the

p(re)sense of us Ephraim Carpenter John Hole Thos Soane Geo Tennison
Not(ar)y publique

Probatum fuit … … John Nicholls … …
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Named in the will of Richard Darnelly 1669

Sarah/Sara Darnelly

his wife

Danyell Darnelly


his son
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Richard Darnelly


his son

Mary Darnelly


his daughter

Thomas Ferniss 


his son-in-law (assumed to be husband of daughter Sarah)

Thomas Ferniss


his grandson

Elizabeth Davis


his sister

Edward Davis


his brother-in-law

Edward Darnelly


his brother

James Wharton


his ‘cosen’ and his brother’s son-in-law (see James Warton) 16989
John Nicholls


his brother-in-law (his wife’s brother)
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