Will of Samuel Dearnaley of Woodhead 1832
Transcribed from a copy held in the National Archives.  Words in italics are a guess (some from abbreviations) and a few others have no doubt been misread. Section in red is thought to be an accidental repetition of the previous line by the copyist, who then omitted a few words in order to cover his mistake.  Suggested correction at end.
I Samuel Dearnaley of Woodhead in the parish of Mottram in longdendale 

in the County Palatine of Chester farmer considering the uncertainty of this 

mortal life and being weak in body but of sound mind memory and understanding

praised be God for the same do make this my last Will and Testament in manner 

and form following. First I order and direct the Executors hereinafter named to see

me decently interred.  And it is my mind that all my just debts funeral and testamen-
-tary expenses be paid and discharged as soon as conveniently can be after my

death.  And I give and bequeath to my daughter Mary the wife of Obadiah

Porritt the sum of two hundred and forty pounds. I give and bequeath to my 

daughter Grace the sum of two hundred and forty. I give and bequeath to my
daug Whitehead I give the sum of thirty pounds.  To my granddaughter Alice
Interlined: and to my grandson Daniel Whitehead I give the sum of thirty pounds.

the wife of Thomas Moorhouse I give the sum of thirty pounds ^ And herein charge
my personal property hereinafter mentioned to and with the payment 

of the same.  And as my son in law Benjamin Green who married my daughter

Betty stands indebted to me in a considerable sum of money which I forgive

him and exonerate him from the payment thereof.  And in respect of all

my stock of cattle hay corn and potatoes either growing upon the Farm 

(which I hold and occupy as tenant at will under Admiral Tollemache Esq
being situate at Woodhead aforesaid) or in my outbuilding Farming utensils 

household goods and furniture it is my mind that the same shall be valued

as soon as reasonably can be after my death by some proper person or 

persons. And after such valuation it is my mind that my Executors shall sell

the same either by public auction or by private contract as they may see

proper.  And the money arising from such sale after repaying the expenses

thereof and after payment of the next half years rent leys and taxes
becoming due thereon together with any mortgage security or any other

security for money book debts and all the residue of my Estate and Effects

whatsoever and wheresoever and of what nature or description the same

may be and not hereinbefore disposed of I give and bequeath in equal shares

to my four sons viz John Dearnaly Samuel Dearnaley Thomas Dearnaley

and George Dearnaley.  And I authorise my Executors to call in all my

money out at interest on mortgage or otherwise and to collect all book debts as soon as

possible after my death so that the execution of this my Will may be orderly
and conveniently disposed of.  And it is my Will that my Executors or either of their widows
or either of their sons or advisors shall not be
liable to make good any loss or losses that shall or may happen or occur in
the calling in of any money according to the directions of this my Will or in
pursuing any other matter relating to or concerning the execution of this

my Will.  But that all my said children (my said grandchildren to be considered 

as one child) shall bear and sustain an equal share of any loss or losses

which may occur or happen as aforesaid.  And it is my Will that my sons

or either of them their or either of their executors or advisers shall and may

pay and reimburse themselves and himself out of my Estate and Effects all

reasonable costs charges and expenses whatsoever that they or other or one

of them shall or may bear pay and sustain in the execution of this my Will.

And lastly I do nominate constitute and appoint my said two sons John

Dearnaley and Thomas Dearnaley joint Executors of this my last Will

and Testament hereby revoking and making void any former will

by me howsoever
made and witness whereof I have hereinto this my last Will and Testament

set my hand and seal this eight day of July one thousand eight hundred

and thirty two – Samuel Dearnaly – Signed sealed published

and declared to be the last Will and Testament of the within written testator

who at his request and in his presence and in the presence of each other we
have subscribed our names as witnesses two interlinations being first made

Ann Dearnaley – Mary Dearnaley

Proved at London 20th January 1833 before the Judge by the Oaths of

John Dearnaley and Thomas Dearnaley the sons the Executors to whom administation
was granted having been first sworn by comon duly to administer.

Suggested correction

With regard to the section in red in the above, it would appear that the copyist started to accidentally repeat a line already copied, realised his mistake, wasn’t prepared to rewrite the whole page, so skipped a few words to avoid writing “ … daughter Samuel Whitehead …” and carried on.  Below the accidental repetition is in red and a guess at the missing words is given in italics.  Later in the will Samuel says my said grandchildren to be considered as one child.  Given that no other grandchildren get a mention, it seems likely that Hannah, the mother of the three named grandchildren, pre-deceased her father.
Extract from Samuel’s Will with suspected accidental repetition in red and missing words in italics:

… I give and bequeath to my 

daughter Grace the sum of two hundred and forty pounds. I give and bequeath to my

daug  To my grandson Samuel  Whitehead I give the sum of thirty pounds.  To my granddaughter Alice

the wife of Thomas Moorhouse I give the sum of thirty pounds and to my grandson Daniel Whitehead I give the sum of thirty pounds. …

Witnesses

The witnesses may be the wife and daughter of Samuel’s nephew James (i.e. the son of Joseph).  James farmed in Tintwistle, just down the road from Woodhead.

transcribed by Janet Davies
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